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Research Context
Nepali migrant workers
sent home $8.1 billion in
2018, making it the 19th
biggest beneficiary of
funds sent by migrants
around the world,
according to a report
released by World Bank
on Monday. 16.39 percent
year-on-year despite a
drop in the number of
departures. As a share of
the gross domestic
product for 2018, Nepal is among the top five recipient smaller economies, along
with Tonga, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan and Haiti. Nepali migrant worker departures
plunged 39.2 percent in the first seven months of the fiscal year, compared to a 4.9
percent drop during the same period last year.
For Nepali workers, Malaysia has been the top destination for labour migration since
2008 when the government started keeping records of labour migrants. In 2019,
Nepali mission in Malaysia reported around 500,000 Nepalese living in Malaysia.
4.23 % of total labour permit issued in 2018/19 were for the migrant who sought to
work in Malaysia (IOM, 2019). Though the number has started decreasing since
2015, it still receives the highest number (24.1%) of Nepali migrants. The
government of Nepal temporarily banned migration to Malaysia in 2018 due to above
mentioned high risks Nepali migrants faced in Malaysia. Devaluation of Malaysian
currency and a government to government agreement between Bangladesh and
Malaysia means competition for Nepali quota, but a bilateral talk between the two
government in 2019 to have migration under the government to government
agreement, is seen as more protective and beneficial for the migrants, which is again
likely to result in increase in the number of migrants to Malaysia. As in the overall
case of migration, Malaysia has been the second most common destination for
women since 2008 to 2019. 15.72% of total female migrants went to Malaysia.

Work Packages
WP1: Gender inequality and South-South migration
WP4: Migrant perceptions, knowledge and decision making
WP5: Migration intermediaries.

Research Questions
1. What are the reasons for Malaysia attracting large numbers of Nepalese
women as migrant workers? (WP1)
2. What gender inequalities are inherent in the Nepal-Malaysia migration corridor
and what are their impacts on migrants and their families? (WP1)
3. How do global, regional and national policies of Nepal and Malaysia impact
migration perception and decision-making among male and female migrants?
What implication does it have on migrants and inequality in the home country?
(WP2)
4. How does the intermediary process in Nepal and Malaysia function for Nepali
migrants in Malaysia? What are its implication for migrants and their families?
(WP3)
5. How does the global, regional and local migration policy of Nepal and
Malaysia impact on intermediaries and the intermediary process? What
implications does it have on the migrants and the families? (WP3)
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