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Abstract: A large number of agricultural workers, particularly females have been coming from Vietnam and Myanmar to southern China
to work in sugarcane plantations since the 2000s. Based on field work in Guangxi and Yunnan,this study finds that the number of south—
east Asian female agricultural workers is higher than that of males’,and also higher before the Spring Festival( and the Water-Sprinkling
Festival) than after the festivals. Due to inefficiency in mechanized harvesting and densely planted fields, sugarcane producers prefer hir—
ing female workers. However, the different division of labor allows men to obtain a higher share of the dividends of income growth in mi-
gration. The overall agrarian reform in relation to sugarcane industry in China is largely “low-wage labor dependent”. Moreover, due to
geographical and temporal segregation and distinction between production and labor reproduction, a large proportion of female migrant
workers are unable to come to China after the Spring Festival or Water-Sprinkling Festival. The structural demand for cheap labor in the
sugarcane industry cannot be fully met. The above findings have indicated that agrarian reforms in China and the design of rural vitaliza—

tion strategy are best to be conducted in the context of global migration and from a gender perspective.
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